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INTRODUCTION 



This report of student synopses of major Soviet works on 
military doctrine, strategy, and the Navy, was written by 
individual students assigned to an upper level course at the Naval 
Postgraduate School, NS 3450 (Soviet Military Strategy). Each 
student was assigned a major historical work in these areas and 
asked to prepare a short analytical report. Two of the reports at 
the end are comparative reports where three or four similar or 
identical Soviet works are compared and contrasted. 



The reports are presented in chronological order within major 
areas so as to allow the reader to view the subject are as it 
changed over time. Each of these reports is available in English 
and many have been translated by the Foreign Broadcast Information 
Service (FBIS) of Joint Publications Research Service (JRPS) . A 
number had been translated by the Soviets themselves (Progress 
Publishers) or by private publishing houses. 



The primary purpose of this collection is to assist students 
of Soviet military thought in identifying the major works of Soviet 
literature that are available to them in English. The list of 
works analyzed is, naturally, not all encompassing. Students can 
use this report to also summarize the contents of previous works 
then attempting to assess the literature that is currently 
appearing from the Soviet Union. 
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PART I 



MILITARY DOCTRINE AND STRATEGY 



THE OFFENSIVE 



by 

A. A. Sidorenko 



Reviewed by: MICHAEL CORRIGAN 

The first and last sentences of this book bracket it in 
establishing and reinforcing the level of military art discussed. 
"Be it an engagement of podrazdeleniye, chast, 1 or soyedineniye or 
a battle of operational ob" vedineniye - only the offensive leads 
to the attainment of victory over the enemy." 1 "This book was 
designed to facilitate the broadening of the officers' tactical 
horizon." 2 The book is concerned with the operational and, mainly, 
tactical level of military art. In addition, these sentences 
reveal the foundation of the primacy of the offensive and the 
intended audience for the work. The change in this level of 
military art induced by the advent of tactical nuclear weapons is 
used as an organizational locus and fundamental theme. The author 
emphasizes that a change has occurred and implied is that his book 
is necessary to ensure that tactical war planners do not fight the 
last war. 3 Each element of the offensive, as well as particular 
tactical situations- surmounting water barriers and night actions, 

’p.l "The Offensive" A. A. Sidorenko 1970 published in English 
in the Soviet Military Thought Series. 

2 p. 222 ibid. 

3 p. 5 "we cannot mechanically transfer the experience of past 
wars to a new situation, this can bring only harm." 



1 



are examined under the influence of the new technology and its 
capabilities. The target of this tactical nuclear offensive is 
NATO. 4 

In his initial historical section the author develops trends 
in warfare which he carries over into an understanding of nuclear 
weapons usage and impact. The "continuous increase in scope of 
the offensive" 5 ; the "increase in the maneuverability of the combat 
actions" 6 ; the increase in the number of strikes aimed at creating 



favorable 


conditions 


for 


breakthroughs 7 ; 


"the role of 


fire 


increased" 8 


; the 


decrease 


of 


artillery fire preparation 


time 


coincident 


with 


the 


increase 


in artillery 


fire density 9 ; 


the 



dispersal of units on the attack 10 ; all are shown as evolutionary 
forces in warfare that, it is inferred, continue with the advent 
of nuclear weapons. After placing nuclear weapons in the context 
of the continuum of warfare's evolution, the author moves to 
develop the changes in warfare and specifically in the offensive 
as themes in his analysis of the impact of tactical nuclear 
weapons . 



4 p. ix Titles to chap. 2 pt2 and chap. 8 pt2 , ibid. 

5 p. 9 ibid. 

6 p. 12 ibid. 

7 p. 14-15 ibid. 

8 p. 17 ibid. 

9 p. 23 ibid. 

10 p. 2 5 ibid. 
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Establishing "foreign specialist" as a surrogate, Col. 
Sidorenko advances the idea that the side employing a first strike 
will win 12 and that preemption will ensure superiority and retention 
of the initiative. 13 While developed only once in the book and only 
in the space of a few pages, and while being attributed to the 
West; it does not seem that these facts are indicators of small 
importance. Some downplaying of this important theme seems 
evident. 

Nuclear weapons will act as the maneuver and mass at the axis 
of attack to provide surprise and massed firepower blowing the hole 
for a breakthrough. The difference between this and the 
conventional search for the weak spot for breakthrough exploitation 
in even the strongest enemy concentrations. 14 The author's stated 
goals for the offensive are twofold: "the utter rout of the enemy 
in short times and the seizure of important areas." 15 Nuclear 
weapons are seen to be capable of achieving the first goal. The 
difference between this capability and the former situation is that 
nuclear weapons accomplish this goal independently. 16 The second 
principal theme after preemption is that nuclear weapons will act 



"p- 


112 ibid. 


12 p- 


112 ibid. 


13 

P- 


115 ibid. 


14 

P- 


88 ibid. 


15 

P- 


5 ibid. 


16„ 

P- 


41 ibid. 
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as a unitary maneuver and mass instrument. The author recognizes 
however that they can accomplish only the first goal of the 
offensive, destruction of the enemy. The second goal must be 
accomplished by other forces. 

This leads to another proposition, that combined arms; armor, 
airborne, aviation, especially, and nuclear strikes must be 
coordinated and used together to achieve both goals of the 
offensive." 17 "The primary mission of the attacking podrazdeleniye 
and chast' will become the rapid exploitation of nuclear strikes, 
completion of the smashing of surviving enemy forces, and the 
seizure of specific positions, areas, and objectives." 18 The 
special characteristic of armored units are shown to be 
particularly well suited to nuclear warfare and exploitation of 
gaps created by nuclear weapons in enemy defenses. 19 Given the 
historical Soviet superiority in tanks, perhaps they should have, 
in part, been regarded as a nuclear warfare asset. Airborne troops 
are evaluated as being well suited to nuclear war strikes in the 
enemy's rear. 20 Aviation is promoted as a method of nuclear strike 
delivery and a means to destroy the enemy's nuclear capability. 21 
The book shows a thoroughly integrated all arms approach to nuclear 



17 p. 89 ibid. 
18 p. 4 2 ibid. 
19 p. 46 ibid. 
20 p. 50 ibid. 
21 p. 47 ibid. 
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warfare as consistent with achieving both goals of the offensive. 

Backpedalling to the idea that one of aviation's missions is 
to destroy the enemy's means of nuclear strike, the book actually 
expands this theme to be a primary mission of all arms of the 
Soviet forces. "On the whole, it should be said that combating 
enemy means of nuclear attack in combined arms combat has now 
become the basic content of combat actions and has become a 
function of all commanders without exception." 22 The reason for 
this is the acknowledgement that without timely, rapid and 
persistent destruction of the enemy's nuclear capability, the 
offensive could fail. 23 

Retaining the tactical level of understanding; and given the 
author's foundation that nuclear weapons have changed tactical 
warfare; four principle themes have been presented. They are: 
preemption, nuclear arms as maneuver and mass applications of 
force, combined arms nuclear war at the tactical level, and the 
new primary objective of destruction of the enemy's means to wage 
nuclear war. Using these themes and an analysis of the offensive, 
the author presents a very detailed how to conduct the tactical 
offensive in nuclear war for the Soviet officer. 

In historical context, the Soviet Union had just achieved 
nuclear parity with the U.S. at the time the book was published. 
The 1978 entry to the Soviet Military Encyclopedia on "The 



22 p. 137 ibid. 
23 p. 134 ibid. 
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Offensive" written by Col. Sidorenko shows a discrepancy in 
emphasis when compared to his book. The first and last pages of 
the book mention nuclear weapons and the in between is replete with 
their impact on tactical warfare. The encyclopedia entry spends 
10 lines out of an 8 page text on nuclear war. What seems to have 
happened is that once nuclear parity had been achieved and the 
Soviet leadership saw that it had the capability to attain 
conventional victory over NATO it rejected the preeminent role of 
nuclear weapons assigned in Colonel Sidorenko's book. The 1983 
Military Encyclopedic Dictionary entry under "The Offensive" is 
almost verbatim from the 1978 Soviet Military Encyclopedia entry 
except for the phrase "nuclear weapons became the principal means 
of destruction in nuclear warfare." This is definitely a further 
downgrading of the importance of nuclear weapons. Whether it is 
also an indication that limited nuclear war is possible because 
other means of destruction are paramount in nuclear war is 
conj ecture . 

This work is a detailed handbook for the Soviet tactician, 
giving him guidelines for changing conventional procedures to 
accommodate the different conditions of nuclear war on the tactical 
scale. For anyone attempting to understand past Soviet equipment 
and personnel nuclear warfighting capabilities in a tactical 
perspective, this book will be elucidating. As to actual nuclear 
warfighting intentions, whether past or present, this book should 
not be presented as authoritative. 
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THE OFFICER'S HANDBOOK: A SOVIET VIEW 



by 

S.N. Kozlov, Ed. 

Reviewed by: PATRICK J. KOLBAS 

The Officer's Handbook reached Soviet bookstores in 1971 as 
the fifteenth book in the Soviet Officer's Library having a press 
run of 83,000 books. Intended for all Soviet officers, but 
especially for the junior officers, the book was aimed at 
broadening "their outlook on military theory and solving problems 
related to the training and education of their subordinates" (p. 
xi) . 

At times a very readable and interesting work while at 
others a rather tedious and boring experience, the topics covered 
by the 12 chapters range from the expected — the CPSU and the 
Soviet Armed Forces, Marxist-Leninist Military Theory — to the 
not so expected — The Fundamentals of Military Psychology and 
Military Pedagogy, The Essentials of Sanitation and Hygiene. 
Yet, when one considers what is put forth in the American 
equivalents — The Division Officer's Guide and Watchstander 1 s 
Guide and some of the trivial information in them — the fact is 
that more emphasis is given in The Officer's Handbook to a 
broader view of where the Soviet officer fits within the Soviet 
system. As a result, this work is useful and important in 
gaining a basic understanding of the Soviet system. 
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Recognizing that the book was published nearly 20 years old 
raises some questions as to its relevancy today. Several 
important themes permeate the book and it is interesting to note 
how they have changed with the recent events in the Soviet Union. 

The first major theme involves the military doctrine of the 
Soviet Union and its ultimate success over the imperialist order. 
Throughout the book one will find statements implying directly 
and not so directly that the entire reason for the armed forces 
of the Soviet Union is to defend the gains of the socialist 
revolution against the aggressive capitalists led by the United 
States. All major military related developments in the narrative 
are framed in the context of reacting to some aggressive and 
offensively oriented action performed by the United States and 
its allies. The best example is the formation of the Warsaw Pact 
in 1955 (p. 212) whicn is characterized as a defensive 
organization in response to the formation of NATO in 1949. 

However, within this theme of defensiveness, the military 
doctrine of the Soviet Union is clearly designed with an 
offensive orientation in order to take the war to the enemy (p. 
63) and to win any war decisively. Nuclear war is called the 
most dangerous form of warfare but consideration of it naturally 
occupies the most important place in Soviet military doctrine 
because the capitalists (supposedly) are preparing to wage such a 
war against the Soviet Union. Thus, similar preparations must 
come from the Soviets. Again, the stated goal is to win the war 
rapidly and decisively with the premier role given to nuclear 
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weapons and the Strategic Rocket Forces. While the possibility 
of conventional war with no nuclear weapons is also mentioned (p. 
63) it is almost as an afterthought. Throughout the discussion 
are the implications that a war will be global and involve 
coalitions on both sides. 

The emphasis on the SRF and nuclear war is further 
highlighted in the chapter discussing the armed forces of the 
Soviet Union. The forces are listed and discussed in the 
following order: Strategic Rocket Forces, the Ground Forces, 
Special Troops (included within the Ground Forces but discussed 
separately due to their supporting role), Airborne Forces, Air 
Defense, the Air Force, and lastly the Navy. The SRF is again 
identified as the main service while the Navy's main task is 
given to launching nuclear missile strikes, destroying the atomic 
submarines and strike forces of the enemy at sea and at home, and 
providing support to land operations. Clearly, no doubt should 
exist as to the seriousness given 20 years ago to nuclear war and 
the desire to win one should it have happened. 

Obviously today the theme of nuclear war and the decisive 
impact of nuclear weapons has changed with the advent of 
Gorbachev. His denunciation of the utility of nuclear weapons 
for war, the live and let live atmosphere directed towards the 
West, perestroika, and the resulting debate in the Soviet Union 
"reasonable sufficiency" and its impact on the orientation of the 
armed forces makes the theme of Soviet Military Doctrine 
discussed here (if one believes the Soviet Union is truly 
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changing) generally invalid. 

Even given this change in their military doctrine, an 
interesting contradiction is seen when examining the chronology 
at the end of chapter 5 (The Armed Forces of the Soviet Union) 
called "Dates of Most Important Events." Here the reader 
discovers continual reference to significant military events in 
the Soviet Union including the first ballistic missile launch in 
1947, the test explosion of a thermonuclear device in 1953, and 
the launching of Sputnik in 1957. The dates for the comparable 
American events followed. So then, who is the aggressor and who 
the reactionary? One can only admire the manner in which the 
Soviets play both sides of the fence. One side is used to 
justify the doctrine and preparations of the armed forces while 
the other side is used to provide proof of the advancements 
orchestrated by the CPSU in order to give it an atmosphere of 
legitimacy . 

The second major theme changing today is the dominating, all 
powerful, and all knowing presence of the CPSU in the Soviet 
Union. As the organizing nucleus for the entire social system, 
the CPSU is set forth as the supreme and ultimate authority. The 
tone again emphasizes that the growth and success of the country 
is solely due to the efforts and planning of the CPSU and its use 
of Marxist-Leninism. Proof of this success is best demonstrated 
through a reading of the chronology at the end of chapter 5 
already mentioned. All the successes of the Soviet Union (no 
failures allowed) are listed in including the victories in the 
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Great Patriotic War, the defeat of the Japanese (without any 
other country contributing) , the successful rebuilding and growth 
of the Soviet Union following the war, etc. 

Today, this theme of the superiority of the CPSU is 
obviously in question. The changes within the Soviet Union and 
the manner in which Gorbachev is doing them demonstrates his, and 
others, recognition that the CPSU and its entire discourse on the 
eventual success of Marxist-Leninism in the world has lost 
whatever legitimacy it once had. The Soviet people may not have 
truly believed the CPSU's claims in any case but at least they 
acquiesced while order was maintained and some of the basic needs 
met . 

The last point of interest which permeates the book is 
easily noticed. The Soviets love to quantify and elaborate to 
the smallest detail on some relatively minor issue as a means of 
demonstrating progress and superiority. For example, the 
improvement of present submarines to previous ones is shown 
through the use of factors: 100 times the power-to-displacement 
ratio, 5 times the dividing depth, and 3-4 times the speed. 
Another example is provided in the chapter on general reference 
data which provides such information as exchange rates, various 
geometric formulas, and a discussion on atomic physics, to name 
but a few. The basis impression is the great reliance by the 
Soviets on scientific and quantification as a means of explaining 
and justifying their actions and success. 

Though 2 0 years old and suffering from the changes in the 
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Soviet Union, this is still a useful book to read. Since it is 
written for the junior Soviet Officer and covers a variety of 
areas, it can. serve as a primer into such areas as their military 
doctrine (as it once was) , the CPSU, and the general theories of 
Marxist-Leninism without getting into extreme detail. It also 
provides a look at how the Soviets view themselves and other 
societies, especially America and the West. 

Thus, The Officer's Handbook is useful if used as an 
introduction to the Soviet system prior to digging into other 
more detailed works. Even if the changes happening there now 
appear to be making the major themes irrelevant, The Officer's 
Handbook is still important for the history and context it 
provides . 
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SCIENTIFIC-TECHNICAL PROGRESS AND 
THE REVOLUTION IN MILITARY AFFAIRS 



by 

N.A. Lomov, ed. 



Reviewed by: RICHARD H. SHIRER, JR. 

Scientific-Technical Progress and the Revolution in Military 
Affairs describes the present state of the Soviet military as a 
function of scientific determinism, Marxism-Leninism and the 
capitalist threat. This book is authored by a distinguished 
group of military writers including Maj Gen Cherednichenko, with 
an overall editorial supervision by Col-Gen N.A. Lomov, Maj-Gen 
I. I. Anureyer and Col M.I. Galkin, who was also the leader of the 
group of authors. Col-Gen Lomov, formerly assigned to the 
General Staff Academy is the primary editor. The book is part of 
the Officer's Library and American editors comments states that 
"according to Soviet newspaper reports, it is the seventeenth and 
final volume to be issued in the series." Examining every aspect 
of Soviet military affairs, the book is a good summary of Soviet 
thought up to the time of its publication — 1973. 

Written with the same pretentious scientific — truth style of 
a Jehovah's witness pamphlet, the book is, nevertheless, 
worthwhile reading to understand the Soviet's view of military 
affairs. Beginning with a qualitative overview of nuclear and 
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conventional weapons, the authors go on to correlate space 
forces, discuss the organization of Soviet forces, make a current 
statement of military strategy and explain proper tactics, 
methods of troop control and scientific troop leadership — all in 
relationship to the scientific-technical revolution. 

Scientific technical progress according to the authors is 
the natural result of the Industrial Revolution. While the 
Soviet Union would be contented to let the benefits of the 
scientif ical--technical revolution go to the people, the threat 
from capitalism necessities that military defense be competitive. 
After explaining, in a deterministic Darwinian manner, why these 
high tech weapons are necessary, the book qualitatively describes 
the balance of weapons both nuclear and conventional. An 
interesting paragraph on page 92 gives the West credit with 
developing the carrier -- a "major technical achievement" but 
says that even in WWII, aviation and submarines were effective 
against them. Furthermore, "with the appearance of nuclear 
weapons, atomic submarines with homing missiles and torpedos... 
the ship is more vulnerable." examples like this point out U.S. 
mistakes in military thinking, (it also shows the Soviet tactical 
nuclear solution to the carrier) . 

The book discusses the Soviet military organization. It is 
the result of scientific application of military principles and 
encompasses : 

1. Strategic Missile Forces 

2 . Land Forces 
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3. National Air Defense Force 

4. Air Force 

5. Navy 

This organization is "correct" and best suited to the perceived 
threat in the modern world. 

The most significant part of the book expounds Soviet 
strategy as a result of scientific — technical progress. 
Basically, this means that because of the enormous destructive 
power of nuclear weapons, strategic goals must be accomplished 
with great accelerity. "The most important strategic principle 
is the necessity of providing continuous strategic control over 
the armed forces..." The rest of the book goes on to discuss how 
to accomplish this through troop control, tactics, scientific 
leadership and the spirit of the people and the proper military 
doctrine. 

Scientific-Technical Progress and the Revolution in Military 
Affairs describes the present state of the Soviet military as a 
function of scientific determinism, Marxism-Leninism and the 
capitalist threat. This book is authored by a distinguished 
group of military writers including Maj Gen Cherednichenko, with 
an overall editorial supervision by Col-Gen N.A. Lomov, Maj-Gen 
I. I. Anureyer and Col M.I. Galkin, who was also the leader of the 
group of authors. Col-Gen Lomov, formerly assigned to the 
General Staff Academy is the primary editor. The book is part of 
the Officer's Library and American editors comments states that 
"according to Soviet newspaper reports, it is the seventeenth and 
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final volume to be issued in the series." Examining every aspect 
of Soviet military affairs, the book is a good summary of Soviet 
thought up to the time of its publication — 1973. 

Written with the same pretentious scientif ic--truth style of 
a Jehovah's witness pamphlet, the book is, nevertheless, 
worthwhile reading to understand the Soviet's view of military 
affairs. Beginning with a qualitative overview of nuclear and 
conventional weapons, the authors go on to correlate space 
forces, discuss the organization of Soviet forces, make a current 
statement of military strategy and explain proper tactics, 
methods of troop control and scientific troop leadership — all in 
relationship to the scientific-technical revolution. 

Scientific technical progress according to the authors is 
the natural result of the Industrial Revolution. While the 
Soviet Union would be contented to let the benefits of the 
scientif ical — technical revolution go to the people, the threat 
from capitalism necessities that military defense be competitive. 
After explaining, in a deterministic Darwinian manner, why these 
high tech weapons are necessary, the book qualitatively describes 
the balance of weapons both nuclear and conventional. An 
interesting paragraph on page 92 gives the West credit with 
developing the carrier — a "major technical achievement" but 
says that even in WWII, aviation and submarines were effective 
against them. Furthermore, "with the appearance of nuclear 
weapons, atomic submarines with homing missiles and torpedos... 
the ship is more vulnerable." examples like this point out U.S. 
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mistakes in military thinking, ( it also shows the Soviet 
tactical nuclear solution to the carrier ) . 

The book discusses the Soviet military organization. It is 
the result of scientific application of military principles and 
encompasses : 

1. Strategic Missile Forces 

2 . Land Forces 

3. National Air Defense Force 

4 . Air Force 

5. Navy 

This organization is "correct” and best suited to the perceived 
threat in the modern world. 

The most significant part of the book expounds Soviet 
strategy as a result of scientific — technical progress. 
Basically, this means that because of the enormous destructive 
power of nuclear weapons, strategic goals must be accomplished 
with great accelerity. "The most important strategic principle 
is the necessity of providing continuous strategic control over 
the armed forces..." The rest of the book goes on to discuss how 
to accomplish this through troop control, tactics, scientific 
leadership and the spirit of the people and the proper military 
doctrine . 
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF OPERATIONAL ART AND TACTICS 



by 

V. Ye Sakin 

Reviewed by: GLEN C. ACKERMAN 

The Basic Principles of Operational Art and Tactics was 
published in 1972 in 13,000 copies and was translated and 
published under the auspices of the United States Air Force. The 
book is part of the Soviet military thought collection. 
According to the editor this book is intended for officers and 
generals of the Soviet Army, and it was probably the most 
important Soviet military publication of that year. 

According to Soviet military theorists, military art is 
divided into three components: tactics, operational art, and 
strategy. This book focuses on operational ar - : and tactics from 
a Marxist-Leninist point of view with an emphasis on history, 
theory, and practical application. The book is divided into 
three chapters and covers the gamut of military art (operational 
art and tactics) from its beginnings in ancient times to its use 
on today's nuclear battlefields. 

The first chapter is titled - Principles of Military Art in 
works by Military Leaders and Theoreticians of the Past. As the 
title suggests, this chapter is a history lesson with a Marxist- 
Leninist persuasion. It sets forth the contributions to military 
art by pst bourgeois theoreticians and military leaders. Most of 
these bourgeois military theorists did not contribute any major 
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scientific generalizations about the laws of armed conflict or 
principles of military art according to the author. Rather, they 
contributed some good thoughts on tactics and strategy alone. 
The author states that "these bourgeois thoughts took place 
empirically, proceeding from the immediate demands of practice, 
and not on the basis of analysis." He does give credit to one 
pre-Lenin Russian general (A.V. Suvorov 1730-1800) as having been 
a great theorist and contributor to new principles and tactics. 
He further states that this analysis could not be done before the 
appearance of Marxist-Leninist teachings. From a Soviet 
perspective these themes have merit, yet it seems the author 
could have given more credit to Western theorists such as: 
Clausewitz, Moltke, Napoleon, and Liddell Hart to name a few. He 
also fails to emphasize that the German Army of WWII performed 
some fairly impressive operations without the benefit of 
Marxists-Leninist teachings! 

The other major theme of this chapter deals with change and 
evolution of the principles of military art. There are no 
constants or eternal principles in military art, they change and 



evolve. 


This 


is 


because 


technology, advances 


in science, and 


thus the 


means 


of 


waging war are ever changing. 






The 


author 


concludes 


this chapter by saying 


the basic 


provisions of 


the theory 


of Soviet military 


art 


have been 



confirmed by the experience of war. While confirming Soviet 
theories with latter WWII examples he fails to confront the huge 
learning curve of 1941-42. Furthermore he gives little credit to 
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the allies or to German problems in other theaters. 

The second chapter, Essence and Importance of Principles of 
Military Art and of Laws of Armed Warfare, Their Dialectical 
Correlation, Use and Classification, states in detail the authors 
four laws of war and his two laws of armed conflict. He speaks 
of their dialectical correlation (armed conflict is only part of 
war) and of their practical utilization. Savkin also lists his 
seven basic principles of military art that emerge in the 1950's 
with the adoption of nuclear weapons. 

According to Savkin, one cannot understand the laws of war 
until one understands the philosophical concept of a law. He 
goes into exhausting detail describing what a law, and science 
is. A firm understanding of these "laws" is essential to 
victory, and violations will doom one to defeat. "History shows 
that the violation of laws of armed conflict leads to defeat even 
by smaller enemy forces, let alone in battle with a strong an 
able foe." As with his point that technology, science, and thus 
wars are ever changing, this theme is fairly straightforward. An 
army obviously needs to follow certain "laws", which at times can 
seem to be common sense, to be victorious. One can find numerous 
"upsets" in history to show his point. Yet, some of these 
"upsets" did occur before Marxist-Leninist "laws" were described. 
Therefore these points lose some merit. 

The final theme of this chapter is the fact that the laws of 
war, laws of armed conflict, and the principle of military art 
are closely related. But, their mixing is a mistake and that 
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this is a major problem among bourgeois military theorists. This 
is an interesting concept that seems to have worked well for the 
Soviets since 1943. Savkin concludes chapter two with practical 
examples of military art. 

The final chapter, Summary of the Basic Principles of 
Operational Art and Tactics, is the real heart of the book and it 
focuses on the second phase of development of the Soviet armed 
forces (1953-1959) . It is during this phase of development that 
operational art and tactics changed the greatest. The change 
according to Savkin was due to technological advances, and the 
possible employment of nuclear weapons. 

Savkin' s seven principles of military art; mobility, 
concentration of effort, surprise, combat activeness, 
preservation of the combat effectiveness of friendly force, 
conformity of the goal and plan of operation, and coordination; 
are graphically explained with numerous historical and 
contemporary examples. His main emphasis is on mobility, high 
rates of combat operations, and concentration of effort. With 
his focus on these three principles of military art, Savkin calls 
for their use in conjunction with nuclear strikes. 

In the overall analysis it seems Colonel Savkin is trying to 
put out three main themes. First, science and technology are 
ever changing and influencing war and the military. Therefore 
the laws of war, laws of armed conflict, and the principles of 
military art are ever changing. Yet, most bourgeois military 
theorists have not realized this. Second, understanding the laws 



21 



and principles, and their proper use is essential to attain 
victory. It seems that only Soviets understand this due to their 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. Finally, the author believes that 
nuclear weapons can and should by used on today’s modern 
battlefield . 

Savkin articulates his themes well, but as with most Soviet 
writers he has a selective memory when reviewing history. The 
West, though certainly not Germany, may well be behind in it's 
study of war, laws, and principles. But, this is certainly not 
attributable to its lack of Marxist-Leninist ideology. His view 
on nuclear weapons in modern warfare is interesting from today's 
point of view because it seems his time frame was off. According 
to the American editor, due to editorial caveats, the stipulated 
time frame (53-59) should be contemporary nature of the subject 
matter. It seems that with the limitations on numbers and 
sophistication of nuclear weapons during this time frame, 
especially in the early to mid 1950 's, it would seem that the 
editor is correct. Whether Savkin 's book is of a historical or 
contemporary nature is not as important as it's valuable insights 
into Soviet ideas on operational art and tactics. It should be 
required reading for most field grade U.S. Army officers! 
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The Philosophical Heritage of V.I. Lenin and 
Problems of Contemporary War 

by 

A.S. Milovidov, Editor-in-chief; V.G. Kozlov, Editor. 
Reviewed by: TAMARA ADAMS 

The Philosophical Heritage of V.I. Lenin and Problems of 
Contemporary War was written by a group of authors who, as the 
title suggests, attempted to place "the problems of contemporary 
war" within the context of Lenin's teachings. Published in 1972, 

the book came out in 27,000 copies, suggesting that it was "meant 

. . . . . . . 1 
for wide educational use within the Soviet Military." 

Since the book was meant for such wide use within the Soviet 

military, it is not surprising to find that the book presents a 

generalized view of military doctrine according to party line. 

The first five chapters deal with the socio-political aspects of 

military doctrine. For example, the book addresses the 

difference between just and unjust wars according to Lenin. 

Lenin's thesis, according to the book's authors, was that 

"peace... will advance the cause to an infinitely greater extent 

2 

than war" and that as such, "our army [the Soviet Army] has 
been, is now, and will continue to be an army of peace, a 



Milovidov, General-Major A.S. and Kozlov, Colonel V.G., 
Editors, The Philosophical Heritage of V.I. Lenin and Problems of 
Contemporary War . Moscow, 1972. English translation, Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, p.v. 

2 Ibid. , p. 17. 
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dependable bulwark of security for all people." 

While the idea of "peace" sounds comforting to most Western 
ears, it is important to note that the word has qu-'t*. a different 
meaning to Soviets. The authors of Problems in Contemporary War 
make this clear in their discussion of just versus unjust wars. 
"Just wars," according to the book, are "progressive" whereas 
"unjust" wars are "reactionary." The book identifies 

imperialism as "the source of all antagonistic conflicts of the 

5 

present-day world, the source of war danger." Even so, just 
wars are acceptable and include "wars in defense of the socialist 
homeland" and are governed by a policy of active defense of the 
peace and strengthening of international security ... [a policy 
which] is permeated with a spirit of internationalism and 
solidarity with revolutionary progressive forces throughout the 

/r 

world." As such, the Soviets view their armed forces and the 
armed forces of their allies as "a bulwark of all freedom-loving 

7 

peoples . " 

According to the book, Lenin's philosophy is one of non- 
aggression; in fact, of the belief that were it not for 



3 . , 

Ibid., p. 20. Taken from L.I. Brezhnev: Delo Lenina zhivet 

i pobezhdavet . (Lenin's Cause Is Alive and Is Triumphing), 

Moscow, Politizdat, 1970, p. 21. 

4 Ibid., p. 29. 

5 Ibid. , p. 30 

6 Ibid. , p. 42 . 

7 Ibid. , p. 51. 
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